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between trips to the mine shafts. He then 
went on to the University of Chicago, where 
he received his bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees, and Harvard University, where he be-
came the second Black to receive a doctorate 
in history. The rest is history—Black his-
tory. 

In keeping with the spirit and the vi-
sion of Dr. Carter G. Woodson, I would 
like to pay tribute to two courageous 
women, claimed by my home State of 
Michigan, who played significant roles 
in addressing American injustice and 
inequality. These are two women of dif-
ferent times who would change the 
course of history. 

The contributions of Sojourner 
Truth, who helped lead our country out 
of the dark days of slavery, and Rosa 
Parks whose dignified leadership 
sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
and the start of the civil rights move-
ment are indelibly etched in the chron-
icle of the history of this Nation. More-
over, they are viewed with distinction 
and admiration throughout the world. 

Sojourner Truth, though unable to 
read or write, was considered one of the 
most eloquent and noted spokespersons 
of her day on the inhumanity and im-
morality of slavery. She was a leader 
in the abolitionist movement, and a 
ground breaking speaker on behalf of 
equality for women. Michigan has hon-
ored her with the dedication of the So-
journer Truth Memorial Monument, 
which was unveiled in Battle Creek, 
MI, on September 25, 1999. In April 2009, 
Sojourner Truth became the first Afri-
can American woman to be memorial-
ized with a bust in the U.S. Capitol. 
The ceremony to unveil Truth’s like-
ness was appropriately held in Emanci-
pation Hall at the Capitol Visitor’s 
Center. I was pleased to cosponsor the 
legislation to make this fitting tribute 
possible. Sojourner Truth lived in 
Washington, DC for several years, help-
ing slaves who had fled from the South 
and appearing at women’s suffrage 
gatherings. She returned to Battle 
Creek in 1875, and remained there until 
her death in 1883. Sojourner Truth 
spoke from her heart about the most 
troubling issues of her time. A testa-
ment to Truth’s convictions is that her 
words continue to speak to us today. 

On May 4, 1999, legislation was en-
acted which authorized the President 
of the United States to award the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Rosa Parks. I 
was pleased to coauthor this tribute to 
Rosa Parks—the gentle warrior who 
decided that she would no longer tol-
erate the humiliation and demoraliza-
tion of racial segregation on a bus. I 
was also pleased to be a part of the ef-
fort to direct the Architect of the Cap-
itol to commission a statue of Rosa 
Parks, which will soon be placed in the 
U.S. Capitol, making her the second 
African American woman to receive 
such an honor. 

Her personal bravery and self-sac-
rifice are remembered with reverence 
and respect by us all. Over 55 years 
ago, in Montgomery, AL, the modern 
civil rights movement began when 
Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat 

and move to the back of the bus. The 
strength and spirit of this courageous 
woman captured the consciousness of 
not only the American people, but the 
entire world. The boycott which Rosa 
Parks began was the start of an Amer-
ican revolution that elevated the sta-
tus of African Americans nationwide 
and introduced to the world a young 
leader who would one day have a na-
tional holiday declared in his honor, 
the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. 
In addition, the overwhelming major-
ity of my colleagues in the Senate 
joined me in sponsoring legislation au-
thorizing the Congressional Gold Medal 
to be presented to Dr. King, post-
humously, and Coretta Scott King in 
recognition of their contributions to 
the Nation. Companion legislation was 
led in the House by Representative 
JOHN LEWIS. 

We have come a long way toward 
achieving justice and equality for all. 
We still however have work to do. In 
the names of Rosa Parks, Sojourner 
Truth, Dr. Carter G. Woodson, Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., and many others, 
let us rededicate ourselves to con-
tinuing the struggle of civil rights and 
human rights. 

Mr. President, I was also pleased to 
join Senator HUTCHISON and other 
Members of the Senate this week, in 
sponsoring another measure introduced 
on June 19th in recognition of 
Juneteenth Independence Day, which 
will require further action in the Sen-
ate. It is a Joint Resolution, S.J. Res. 
45, requesting the President to issue a 
proclamation each year designating 
Juneteenth Independence Day as a Na-
tional Day of Observance, encouraging 
Americans of all races, creeds, and eth-
nic backgrounds to celebrate freedom 
and the end of slavery in the United 
States. 

In closing, I would like to commend 
the Juneteenth directors and event co-
ordinators throughout my State of 
Michigan. They have worked tirelessly 
in the planning of intergenerational ac-
tivities in observance of Juneteenth, 
heading up a wide range of activities 
over several days in Detroit, Flint, 
Holland, Lansing, Saginaw, and other 
areas around the State. 

f 

EPA EMISSION STANDARDS RULE 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, on De-

cember 21, 2011, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, EPA, finalized the 
mercury and air toxics standards, 
MATS, rule for powerplants. These 
standards, which will be fully in effect 
in 2016, will require coal-fired power-
plants to install pollution controls for 
mercury and toxic air pollution. When 
fully implemented, the MATS for pow-
erplants will reduce mercury emissions 
from powerplants by 90 percent, acid 
gases by 88 percent, and particulate 
emissions, including nonmercury toxic 
metals, by 41 percent. Senator INHOFE’s 
S.J. Res. 37 would disapprove and nul-
lify this rule and, more importantly, 
make it impossible for the EPA to im-

plement substantially similar rules in 
the future. 

The State of Maine, located at the 
end of our Nation’s ‘‘air pollution tail-
pipe,’’ is on the receiving end of pollu-
tion emissions from coal-fired power-
plants operating in other States. The 
pollution reductions required under the 
rule will improve public health and im-
prove the environment in our State. 
That is why I will vote to uphold the 
clean air rule that requires coal-fired 
powerplants to install pollution con-
trols. 

While legitimate concerns have been 
raised that additional compliance time 
and more cost-effective options are 
needed, I have significant concerns 
with overturning this rule and perma-
nently barring the EPA from issuing 
any standards in the future that are 
substantially similar. I will push the 
EPA to work with utilities to develop 
reasonable implementation schedules. 

Reductions in air pollutants from 
other States will reduce air pollution 
in Maine, which has one of the highest 
asthma rates in the Nation, affecting 1 
in 10 adults and over 25,000 children. 
The EPA estimates that the MATS will 
prevent 130,000 cases of childhood asth-
ma symptoms. 

Every State in the country has issued 
mercury advisories for human fish con-
sumption because of high levels of mer-
cury in our Nation’s streams, lakes, 
and rivers, and half of U.S. manmade 
mercury comes from coal-fired power-
plants. Mercury is one of the most per-
sistent and dangerous pollutants, par-
ticularly harmful to children and preg-
nant women, and it threatens our 
health and environment today. Under 
the new rule, 90 percent of this mer-
cury would be removed. I am a long-
time supporter of efforts to reduce 
mercury pollution and have sponsored 
legislation to establish a nationwide 
mercury monitoring system to accu-
rately measure mercury levels. 

The rule also includes standards for 
186 other hazardous pollutants, includ-
ing arsenic, acid gases, and toxic met-
als. Additionally, the equipment in-
stalled to control these pollutants will 
not only reduce these hazardous air 
pollutants but also capture fine par-
ticles, which are linked to cardio-
vascular and respiratory diseases. 

I am a longtime supporter of Clean 
Air Act protections. This landmark 
legislation, authored by Maine’s own 
Senator Ed Muskie more than 40 years 
ago, has helped protect and improve 
our Nation’s air quality and public 
health for decades. 

I also support sensible regulatory re-
forms and have introduced legislation 
that calls for Federal agencies to ana-
lyze the cost and benefits of proposed 
regulations, including the impact on 
job creation and consumer prices. This 
will help cut the tangle of redtape that 
is holding businesses back from ex-
panding and adding jobs. But when it 
comes to the air we breathe, I reject 
the false choice of pitting the environ-
ment against the economy because we 
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understand that for much of the State 
of Maine, the environment is the econ-
omy. 

The people of Maine have always 
been faithful stewards of our environ-
ment because we understand its tre-
mendous value to our way of life. 
Maine’s unique forests, landscapes, 
waters, and wildlife are an important 
part of our heritage and have helped 
shape the economic, environmental, 
and recreational character of our en-
tire State. Protecting our Nation’s air 
quality will positively benefit the nat-
ural beauty of Maine and will improve 
public health, protecting our children 
and enriching lives. 

f 

BICENTENNIAL OF THE WAR OF 
1812 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commemorate the bicenten-
nial celebration of the War of 1812. The 
U.S. Congress declared war on Great 
Britain 200 years ago this week. The 
State of Maryland is proud of its con-
tributions to this ‘‘Second War for 
Independence,’’ which reinforced 
United States sovereignty and gave 
birth to our national anthem. 

A generation after the United States 
declared its independence from Great 
Britain, the mercantilist ties between 
the two countries were not fully sev-
ered. The British impressed American 
merchant seamen, enforced illegal and 
unfair trade regulations, colluded with 
certain Native American tribes to at-
tack frontier settlements, and at-
tempted to block westward expansion. 
The United States declared war to as-
sert autonomy over its own affairs 
once again, establish free trade, pro-
tect sailors’ rights, and ensure that our 
Nation could prosper from sea to shin-
ing sea. 

President James Madison eloquently 
outlined these reasons 200 years ago 
when he called on ‘‘all the good people 
of the United States, as they love their 
country, as they value the precious 
heritage derived from the virtue and 
valor of their fathers . . . [to] exert 
themselves in preserving order, in pro-
moting concord, in maintaining the au-
thority and efficacy of the laws, and in 
supporting and invigorating all the 
measures which may be adopted by the 
constituted authorities for obtaining a 
speedy, a just, and an honorable 
peace.’’ 

The contributions of the U.S. Navy 
were instrumental in repelling the 
British during the War of 1812. The U.S. 
Navy hardly had a dozen warships com-
pared to the hundreds of ships com-
prising the British fleet. British ships 
were undermanned, however, while 
well-trained and talented officers and 
seamen took command of American 
ships. These men were largely from 
coastal States, like Maryland, and 
were accustomed to seafaring. COMO 
Matthew Perry took on the British 
Navy on Lake Erie in 1813 with a scrap-
py fleet of light ships. Even though his 
force was seemingly decimated by the 

British, Commodore Perry resorted to 
paddling a rowboat with a banner that 
read ‘‘Don’t Give up the Ship.’’ He then 
boarded the Niagara, double-loaded the 
carronades, and sailed directly into the 
British line, ultimately claiming vic-
tory. 

The following summer, in 1814, the 
British Navy sailed up the Chesapeake 
Bay to attack our Nation’s capital and 
seize the valuable port city of Balti-
more. The British dealt heavy blows to 
Washington, DC, setting both the U.S. 
Capitol and the White House ablaze. 
British forces then moved toward Bal-
timore. Citizens of Baltimore, includ-
ing free Blacks, quickly mobilized to 
protect their city. Barricades stretch-
ing more than 1 mile long were con-
structed to protect the harbor, hulls 
were sunk to impede navigation, and a 
chain of masts was erected across the 
harbor entrance. When the British fleet 
approached Baltimore at North Point, 
Marylanders fought the British Army 
and helped repulse the British Navy 
from Fort McHenry during the Battle 
of Baltimore. It is important to note 
that American forces during the Battle 
of North Point were volunteer militia, 
heavily outnumbered by the highly 
trained British infantry, but managed 
to delay the British forces long enough 
for 10,000 American reinforcements to 
arrive, preventing a land attack 
against Baltimore. Following 25 hours 
of intense British naval bombardment 
at Fort McHenry, the American defend-
ers refused to yield, and the British 
were forced to depart. 

During the bombardment, American 
lawyer Francis Scott Key, who was 
being held on board an American flag- 
of-truce vessel in Baltimore Harbor, 
took notice of the American flag still 
flying atop Fort McHenry. Key realized 
then that the Americans had survived 
the battle and stopped the enemy ad-
vance. He was so moved by the sight of 
the American flag flying following the 
horrific bombardment, he composed a 
poem called ‘‘The Defense of Fort 
McHenry,’’ which was published in the 
Baltimore Patriot and Advertiser 
newspaper later that year. This poem, 
and later the song, inspired love of 
country among the American people 
and not only helped usher in the ‘‘era 
of good feelings’’ immediately after the 
war, but became a timeless reminder of 
American resolve. ‘‘The Star Spangled 
Banner’’ officially became our National 
Anthem in 1931. The flag that flew over 
Fort McHenry and inspired this an-
them is now a national treasure on dis-
play at the Smithsonian Institution, a 
very short distance from where we are 
today. 

The War of 1812 confirmed the legit-
imacy of the Revolution and served as 
a critical test for the U.S. Constitution 
and newly established democratic gov-
ernment. Our young Nation battled 
against the largest, most powerful 
military on the Earth at that time and 
emerged with an enhanced standing 
among the countries of the world, both 
militarily and diplomatically. The U.S. 

economy was freed of its dependence on 
British goods, which unleashed domes-
tic manufacturing and spawned the in-
dustrial revolution. The U.S. Navy 
proved its worth and the U.S. Congress 
rewarded the Navy with funding for a 
permanent, more expansive fleet. A 
new generation of Americans too 
young to remember Lord Cornwallis’s 
surrender at Yorktown, which effec-
tively ended the Revolutionary War, 
and an older generation proud of de-
fending American independence twice 
in their lifetimes, were inspired by 
Francis Scott Key’s words, which em-
body our universal feelings of patriot-
ism and courage. 

As a Marylander, I am proud of the 
contributions of my State in the War 
of 1812 and I have been involved in leg-
islative efforts to bring greater atten-
tion to this bicentennial celebration. 
My colleague, Representative DUTCH 
RUPPERSBERGER, and I sponsored the 
Commemorative Coin Act, which Presi-
dent Obama signed into law in August 
2010, directing the U.S. Mint to create 
coins commemorating this important 
anniversary. These gold and silver coin 
designs are emblematic of the War of 
1812, particularly the Battle of Balti-
more that inspired our National An-
them. The coins are on sale this year 
only and the surcharges from these 
commemorative coins will provide sup-
port to the Maryland War of 1812 Bicen-
tennial Commission to conduct activi-
ties, assist in educational outreach, 
and preserve sites and structures relat-
ing to the War of 1812. 

I am proud that Maryland will lead 
the Star-Spangled 200 celebration, a 3- 
year celebration that just began with 
Baltimore’s ‘‘Sailabration’’ this past 
weekend. The Navy’s Blue Angels 
treated spectators to dazzling air 
shows; the Baltimore Symphony Or-
chestra premiered the ‘‘Overture for 
2012,’’ composed by Philip Glass; and 
dozens of tall ships and naval warships 
from around the world anchored in the 
Inner Harbor, open for public tours. 
Through 2014, Maryland will host nu-
merous events along the Star-Spangled 
Banner National Historic Trail and at 
Fort McHenry National Monument and 
Historic Shrine to celebrate the bicen-
tennial. This commemoration is an op-
portunity to showcase to the world 
that Maryland is an exceptional place 
to live, work, and visit. 

I am also proud that the U.S. Senate 
unanimously adopted a resolution I 
sponsored to mark the bicentennial, to 
celebrate the heroism of the American 
people during the conflict, and to rec-
ognize the various organizations in-
volved in the bicentennial celebration, 
including the U.S. Armed Forces, the 
National Park Service, and the Mary-
land War of 1812 Bicentennial Commis-
sion. As we recognize all of these ongo-
ing efforts during this commemorative 
period, I encourage all Americans to 
remember the sacrifice of those who 
gave their lives to defend our nation’s 
freedom and democracy in its infancy, 
and to join in the bicentennial celebra-
tion of our victory in the War of 1812. 
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